《Sutcliffe ’s Commentary on the Old & New Testaments – 1 Timothy》(Joseph Sutcliffe)
Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

ST. PAUL’S FIRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY.

OF the conversion of Timothy, and his call to the work of the ministry, Luke has given an account in Acts 16:1-3. His praise is often repeated in St. Paul’s epistles. He was a native, it would seem, of Lystra. His father was a Greek, and his mother Eunice a jewess, and also his grandmother Lois. Paul however was obliged to circumcise him, because of the strong predilection of the christian jews to the rites of the ancient law.

The book of the Acts teaches that Timothy became the companion of Paul in his three great ministerial courses in Asia minor, and among the Greek nations; and that he was left at Ephesus in the last journey St. Paul made into Macedonia. Acts 17:13-14; Acts 18:5; Acts 19:22; Acts 20:4. Other parts of his life, and his martyrdom, are not regularly reported by any father of the church.

Learned men have spent much time about the date of this epistle; they have weighed every expression, but can arrive at no certainty as to the exact year, there being no authentic chronology concerning the infancy of the church.

Cardinal Baronius fixes the date of this epistle in the year of Christ fifty seven; those who fix it in the year sixty four or sixty five are not aware that Paul travelled five years, says St. Clement to the Corinthians, to the utmost boundaries of the west, and on coming a second time to Rome, received the crown of martyrdom under Nero in the year sixty six. By consequence, archbishop Usher could not fix it later than the year sixty.

In Biblia Magna a succession of fathers is quoted, who affirm out of the numerous books of St. Dionysius, that Timothy presided in all about fifty years in Ephesus, and survived St. John by the space of ten years; and that he was martyred by the worshippers of Diana for having opposed their superstition, about the year of Christ one hundred and nine.

The parts of this epistle are,

1.An injunction to oppose erroneous doctrine: 1 Timothy 1:3-6. 

2. The nature and design of the law, contrasted with the gospel: 1 Timothy 1:7-17. 

3. Prayer and intercession: 1 Timothy 2:1-8. 

4. Decency of female dress: 1 Timothy 2:9-12. 

5. Of episcopacy and deacons: 1 Timothy 3:1-13. 

6. The falling away foretold: 1 Timothy 4:1-5. 

7. Maxims and rules for the church: 1 Timothy 5. 

8. A pastoral charge to Timothy: 1 Timothy 6:11-21. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-20
1 Timothy 1:1. Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the commandment of God our Saviour, and Lord Jesus Christ. Beza cites here the reading of the Complute polyglot bible, made under the patronage of cardinal Ximenes of Spain, in 1517, which reads, θεου πατρος, of God the Father, and of our Saviour Jesus Christ, our hope. Montanus has followed this reading. —

But what need to say to Timothy, that Paul was an apostle? Answer: because he would honour him as a great minister, as well as love him as a son. He says it also, because he knew that his epistle would be read in all the churches. — Yet why does he vary his form of speaking to Timothy, in saying, “by the commandment of God our Saviour?” Probably in reference to the promise, that Jehovah would save them by Jehovah Elohim, as in Hosea 1:7.

1 Timothy 1:2. Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith, begotten by the ministry of Paul. In his new charge at Ephesus, and extensive sphere in the provinces, he confers due honour on this hopeful survivor in the work.

1 Timothy 1:3. I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, then the capital of proconsular Asia. It does not appear that Timothy was fixed here for life, nor can we possibly suppose that he presided over St. John; such an idea would be altogether absurd.

1 Timothy 1:4. Neither give heed to fables and endless genealogies. This is a strong caution against the rabbinical mode of teaching, as is intimated to Titus in 1 Timothy 1:14, where they are called jewish fables; a dry and often ridiculous mode of teaching. Paul does not allude here to the Platonic philosophy, nor yet to the Egyptian mythology, which many admired. See on Genesis 43:23. The caution is equally a stroke at judaical instructions, building up the mind with wood, hay, and stubble.

1 Timothy 1:5. The end of the commandment is charity. Moses defined the end of the law to be, that we should love the Lord our God with all our heart. Deuteronomy 6:4. Our Lord also confirmed it in answer to the lawyer’s question, — which was the great commandment? God is love, and all his laws are emanations of his nature. The love of God is to study his perfections, to trace his wisdom, his goodness and power in his works, and to delight in doing all his pleasure. The gospel is here called a commandment, but in Greek, parangelias, “a declaration” of all that Jesus Christ began both to do and to teach for our salvation; it is the unfolding of all the riches both of grace and glory. It is the gospel law, or new commandment, requiring all men everywhere to repent, and to believe on him whom the Father hath sent, there being no other name given by which we can be saved.

It must be charity which makes us like its Author, pure in heart by regeneration, spotless and untainted in conscience, walking with God in uprightness of heart, and before men irreproachably. As faith works by love, so our faith must be unfeigned, not only in the belief of the truth, and in all the acts of justifying and sanctifying grace, but a faith which casts our souls on the Redeemer as our hope, our only hope, whose glorious appearing is expected by the church.

1 Timothy 1:6-10. From which some have swerved, and turned aside to vain jangling. The whole legation of Moses, how diversified soever its precepts may be, is concentrated in Christ. It is a shame, says Erasmus, for a man to profess to be a doctor of the law, and give interpretations contrary to those of the Saviour. We do not speak this in derogation of Moses, for the law is good, unless it be unlawfully interpreted. The grand object of the law is to conduct men to the Redeemer. He who expounds it otherwise, wrests the scriptures to his own destruction. He is blind who does not distinguish what part of the law must give way to the gospel, and what part must remain. The shadows were only for a time, but the moral precepts are immutable as the divine nature. God is abhorrent of all concupiscence, and all the enmity and workings of the carnal mind, as stated on Galatians 5:19; and which are contrary to —

1 Timothy 1:11. The glorious gospel of the blessed God. St. Paul’s argument could not have closed with a happier or a brighter thought. The gospel, in regard of its mediatorial glory, its sacrifice on Calvary, its fountain open for sin and uncleanness, the washing of regeneration, the beauty of the church, the purity of her moral code, the excellence of her temple, the magnitude of her hope, eclipses all the glory of the law. I, a persecutor and a blasphemer, can boast of being the first trophy of redeeming love.

1 Timothy 1:13. But I did it ignorantly in unbelief. When Paul, in the heat of pharisaical zeal, gave his plaudits to the death of Stephen, he having been sometime out of Judea and had not seen Christ in the flesh, was not aware that the fury of the jews would massacre two thousand christians in Jerusalem, and in Judea, as stated on Acts 8:4. The recollection of those cruelties were goads in his conscience, and palliations of his future sufferings, to the day of his death. — Those words came from his heart: “Because I persecuted and wasted the church of God.” He could never forgive himself, though Christ had fully forgiven him.

1 Timothy 1:15. This is a faithful saying — that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners from the guilt, the power, and from the indwelling of sin, when the whole deity enters the believing heart; yea, to save them from death and destruction with an everlasting salvation. Some men, in regard to the enormity of their sins, their number, their aggravating circumstances, and the baseness of their backslidings, may justly own the title claimed by Paul; but he claims it to magnify the power of grace in his conversion, and as a pattern to encourage the foulest offenders to return to the open arms of redeeming love.

1 Timothy 1:17. Now unto the King eternal, immortal, and invisible. This song of praise justly follows the rich mercy of God to the chief of sinners. To the only wise God, in whom the whole deity is comprised, be honour and glory for ever and ever. He needs no councillor to teach him wisdom, seeing he gives to all wisdom and understanding.

1 Timothy 1:18. This charge I commit to thee, son Timothy, according to the prophecies which went before on thee. In Antioch the Holy Ghost said, by the mouth of the christian prophets, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. Acts 13:2. Probably something of this kind happened at the baptism, or at the ordination of Timothy; for that is a hallowing hour, both to the candidate and all the church, who are wanting on such occasions to pray that the full baptism of the Holy Spirit may descend on lovely youths consecrated to the glory of the sanctuary.

REFLECTIONS.
The first care of the church must ever be to transmit to posterity divine revelations as delivered by the voice of God, and declared by the Holy Spirit to the prophets. It must be truth unadulterated with the philosophy of the schools, and the uncertain fables of rabbinical traditions. The first charge therefore to Timothy was, to preserve the purity of the christian doctrine, and to preserve it as a command without spot. Paul, wise in his work, begins where he ought, with the sum and substance of vital godliness, which is love; for God is love. Hence the end of the evangelical law, which absorbs the moral code, is charity. The end must correspond with the author. Moses also summed up the design of his law, namely, to love the Lord our God with all our heart, and to love our neighbour as ourselves. Jesus likewise made love the end of his precepts, and the test of his discipleship; for love is the fulfilling of the law. Besides, the law is to feed and nourish the soul, the best mark of parental love; hence questions which minister strife and vain janglings, do not proceed from love. Hence also christians must make love the end of all their conduct, and ministers must make it the spring and soul of all their preaching. Its three grand ornaments are a pure heart, a good conscience, and faith unfeigned.

The true use of preaching the law is to convict the wicked. It is for the lawless and disobedient, for whoremongers, thieves, and hypocrites, and to make manifest the thoughts of the heart. Hence it is good, if a man use it lawfully, and keep it pure from the corruptions of custom, and the relaxed glosses of a carnal age.

Ministers should give an infinite preference to their profession in being made ambassadors of the blessed God, and heralds of his glorious gospel. That God should employ men, is a subject of mysterious condescension. Hence the heart of a minister should never run after riches, but having his simple wants supplied by the flock, he should give himself wholly to the things of God, and scorn the meaner temptations to worldly pursuits. The consideration of what grace has done for man, should impress us with most grateful acknowledgments, and prompt us to an entire devotedness to our high and glorious calling.

But we most admire the mission of Jesus Christ into this lower world, to save sinners, and sinners of the deepest dye. Here every man knowing his own heart, and best acquainted with the provoking circumstances of his sin, has a right to place himself in the foulest class; and it is sanctifying so to do. That harlots, publicans, and thieves should enter into heaven, no one dares to dispute; yet St. Paul would dispute with these his superior claims, though he had sinned in ignorance of the Messiah. The making saints fall by abjuring the name of Christ with execration stuck so fast to his conscience that he could never forgive himself, and truly there is no wickedness like that of persecuting the church. A dispute may here arise, difficult to decide. Are not the gross relapses of regenerate men, and of ministers in particular, fouler than all these? Ah, to sin under the clearest light of the gospel, to sin against the regenerating love of God, and to sin deliberately through the teasing temptations of the flesh, is foul beyond a name. These are the chief of sinners; and it is happy that there is an advocate with the Father, whose merits exceed the atrocity of sin. Well might St. Paul exemplify the glory of grace in his own conversion. Well might he claim a full right to preach mercy to others, seeing his case was a pattern; and well might he ascribe to the King eternal, immortal, and invisible, honour and glory for ever. Henceforth let no one despair of mercy, and let all men fear to despise it. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-15
1 Timothy 2:1-3. I exhort therefore, that supplications and prayers be made for all men — for kings, and all that are in authority. Civil government is in its own nature paternal: it is designed to protect our persons, to secure our earnings, and give us the power to lock our doors at night: it also provides for the orphans, the aged, and the blind. In a word, its object is to secure peace at home, wealth and commerce abroad, and to give confidence and hope to posterity. Justly then, next to salvation for the chief of sinners, does Paul enjoin the full worship of the church for kings, and the whole gradation of rulers.

1 Timothy 2:4. Who will have all men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth. This, says Theophylact, is the reason why we should pray for all. But the English reader stops here to gather up the sense. If God will have it to be so, who can hinder Omnipotence? He perceives something wrong; he pauses, he doubts. The Greek relieves him: ος παντας ανθρωπους θελει σωθηναι. The Latin of St. Jerome reads, qui omnes homines vult salvos fieri. Word for word, the Greek and Latin are, God — “who willeth all men to be saved.” The version of Montanus is the same, and so is the German. Calvin’s reading is, Lequel veut que toutes gens soyent sauvez. Who wills that all nations should be saved. Beza and Tremellius equally recede from the plain meaning of Paul. Qui quosvis homines vult servari. Alas, alas, that men should adhere to creeds which put St. Paul to the blush. Dr. William Gell, who published learned Discourses on an amendment of our present translation, reads as above. Dr. Hammond, Dr. Whitby, and Wesley read the same. The sense of Paul is exactly given in the Common prayer. “Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who desireth not the death of a sinner, but rather that he may turn from his wickedness and live.”

1 Timothy 2:8. I will that men pray everywhere. True devotion gives elevation to me soul. A great high throne is the place of our sanctuary from the beginning. To this throne of grace all flesh shall come, in public worship, in secret devotion, in silent sighs and breathings of the soul. With the bending of our knees, with the lifting up of our eyes to heaven, we must pray with our whole heart, and with holy hands. If we regard iniquity in our heart, the Lord will not hear our prayers. Job could say that his prayer was pure, there being no iniquity in his hands. — But prayer is here, as occasion may offer, put for every other part of devotion, and in the ardour of our supplications we should always ask without doubting, without reasoning, or any misgivings of mind, for there is no nay in the promises. They are all yea and amen in Christ Jesus.

1 Timothy 2:11. Let the women learn in silence. This, it would seem, respects whispering, from a rule of the synagogue, cited by Maimonides, a learned rabbi on that subject.

1 Timothy 2:15. She shall be saved in childbearing, if she continue in the faith. Though she was first in the transgression, yet the promise that her Son the Messiah should bruise the serpent’s head, was equally given to her, as to her husband. It was a promise of full redemption to man, under the threatening of destruction to the works of the devil. It was a promise given to posterity in the second Adam, the Lord from heaven. God had indeed said, as Dr. Anselm Bayly reads, “I will multiply the sorrows of thy conception;” but now he promises divine aid in the pain of travail, and in the hour of parturition.

REFLECTIONS.
St. Paul having daily kept the flock in safety under his crozier, was solicitous that they should stand well in the estimation of the secular shepherds, who protected them with the sword of magistracy. He would not have them accused of any dereliction of civil duties. Having shown the happy effects of the gospel on religious society, he was equally concerned that its influence should shine in the relations it bore to peace and order in public life. With him it was a first injunction, to pray for all men, for God has so loved the world as to give his only-begotten Son for its salvation; and he is longsuffering, not willing that any should perish. Conformably to this, Tertullian says, “We pray for the long life of our emperors, for the security of the empire, the safety of the imperial house, for a loyal senate, for a good people, and a quiet world.” Apol.
‘Our prayers must not only be addressed to heaven to deprecate calamities, and to obtain temporal blessings, but sincerely for the salvation of the whole body politic. God willeth all men to repent and be saved. The gloss of Menochius here is, that God wisheth the salvation of all men, inasmuch as on his part he has seriously and of his own mind done all that is sufficient for the salvation of all, in giving them a sufficient Mediator.’ — The next phrase, “to come to the knowledge of the truth,” in St. Paul’s idea, implies a genuine state of grace. Example: “The servant of the Lord must be gentle — in meekness instructing those that oppose themselves, if peradventure God will give them repentance to the acknowledgment of the truth.” Likewise, St. Paul declares himself to be an apostle according to the faith of God’s elect, and the acknowledgment of the truth. Titus 1:1. Then let us pray fervently for all, for who can tell but the worst of men may soon become the best.

We have next the manner of our daily prayers. It is to lift up holy hands, for the prayer of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord. It is to pray without wrath or malice, because asking pardon for our own sins, the mutual pardon of another is implied; and malice would disqualify for pardoning love. It is in short to pray in faith, nothing doubting. And how can a God of love, of redeeming longsuffering and covenant love, deny grace to a suppliant people?

Let the women, as Erasmus says, pray after the example of the men; but let it be in a dress assortable with sobriety and decency, and not decorated like pagan women attendant on marriages and feasts, with embroidery of gold and gems: these ill become the house of God. Also when admitted into the mixed circles of society, as well as in private life, let them give a reverent heed to what their husbands say, and learn in quietness, as it is in the Greek, and in subjection. To do otherwise would be to invert the order of God: for Adam was first formed, then Eve; and the woman was first deceived. Nevertheless, though the woman be in subjection, she has claims that her husband should love her as Christ loved the church; and she shall be saved in her domestic duties of bearing and educating of children. Here is her sphere to live and walk by faith; and without continuing in this holy faith no creature can be saved. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-16
1 Timothy 3:1. This is a true saying, an indubitable word, if a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work, a laudable sphere of labour and usefulness. But by the idea of a primitive bishop we must not convey a notion of the palace of Lambeth, nor that of Cardinal Wolsey at Bishopthorpe, but rather that of a humble pastor, desiring and burning with ardour for the salvation of souls, and at the risk of bonds, of exile, and martyrdom. The day of small things is now succeeded by splendour; and the church shows her bishops with a mitred front in the senate house.

1 Timothy 3:2. A bishop then must be blameless, in regard of his marriage, which is the first bond of society; the husband of one wife, a precept repeated in Titus 1:6. Jerome in his epistle to Oceanus, expounding this place, affirms that they could not create a bishop who had married two wives; one before his baptism, and she being dead, another after baptism. Unam ante baptismum, et ea defuncte, altera post baptismum. — SIXTUS of Sienna, p. 704. The critics stop at this word, for the oriental nations allowed of polygamy, a practice disallowed by Christ, and disavowed by the church. Ambrose, Chrysostom, and Epiphanius, are quoted here, as cautioning ministers against second marriages, which Paul allowed to the people, Romans 7:1, lest it should have the appearance of concupiscence. Sed ut inquiunt Epiphan. Chrysost. et Ambros. ne assumatur qui alteram uxori mortuæ superinduxerit, quod illud incontinentiæ suspicione non careat. Though such indeed were the ideas of many in the primitive church, as appears from Luke 2:36, and 1 Timothy 5:9; and though second marriages in the clergy cannot be proved; yet as many ministers lose the wife of their youth by consumptions, and otherwise, after a due regard to modesty, no one would wish to lay upon them the burden of celibacy for all their future years.

A bishop must be vigilant, always having his eye on his work. He must improve occasions, avert dangers, and in all things be a father to the family of God.

He must also be sober-minded. Sedate and wise, full of urbanity in manners; given to hospitality, according to his private means, and as an almoner of the church. Apt to teach. Having a cultivated understanding, a profound acquaintance of human nature, accompanied with a readiness and fluency of speech in conversation, and an aptitude to convey instruction. In the pulpit he must be a man possessed of every adorning for the sanctuary. He must be godlike in wisdom, forcible in argument, full of ease and grace, and so conclusive that his hearers need not ask for farther light. “When I had judged a cause,” says Job, “no man spake after me.”

1 Timothy 3:3. Not given to wine. A word put for the whole of temperance, for a minister is watched at a feast, and on all other occasions where there is any danger of self-indulgence.

No striker. It would seem from king Ina’s laws, that our Saxon fathers often fought at court; and fighting was common enough among the Greeks. In ecclesiastics especially, contests of this kind are not allowed. On the contrary, brotherly love is strictly required.

Not greedy of filthy lucre. Content with what is customary, fair and just, in all his dealings; conceding the disputed penny to the contentious, rather than enter into strife.

Not a brawler. A man stored with conscious wisdom may be communicative, free and easy in conversation and discourse, but he cannot be garrulous. Meekness and simplicity are the characteristics of true religion, and ought especially to adorn the ministerial profession.

Not covetous. In the developement of character, if it appear that the pastor’s heart is set either on land, or mansions, or the aggrandisement of his family, and that he has at the same time been deficient in the duties of charity and beneficence, the people will avoid his company, as they detest his faults.

1 Timothy 3:4-5. One that ruleth well his own house. See on Ephesians 6:1-4.

1 Timothy 3:6. Not a novice. A man unskilled in his work, and full of himself, and therefore hurried by his pride into the condemnation of the devil. Such a teacher is a pest to his auditory, and a disgrace to his profession.

1 Timothy 3:7. He must have a good report of them that are without, else they will not hear him with reverence, or receive his message with cordiality. An unblemished reputation is essential to acceptance and success in the work of the ministry. 

1 Timothy 3:9. Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. His mind must be enlarged in the knowledge of the truth; he must also retain it and teach it, with a conscientious regard to every other ministerial duty. He must be like his model, “in labours more abundant.”

1 Timothy 3:15. Know how to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth; as the holy priests and levites conducted the worship of the ancient tabernacle, for the Hebrew word kahal, or congregation, agrees with the word church. The stones in the ancient temple are called “stones of fire,” Ezekiel 28:14; and such should ministers ever be in the sanctuary. So much the more so, seeing that the christian temple is the church of the living God; and her high and anointed priest is the Son of God himself. On this rock the church is built, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. All her doctrines must be permanent, as her foundations are sure.

The church is likewise called the pillar and ground of the truth; the pillar on which the truth is inscribed in legible characters, and the foundation on which it rests. “The church of the living God,” says Chrysostom, “is the pillar and stability of truth;” like the foundations of the earth it remains immoveable. This monument of truth, reared by the hand of God, exhibits to all future generations the doctrine and the discipline of the apostolic age, graven as in the rock for ever.

1 Timothy 3:16. Without controversy, great is the mystery of godliness, that is, of the incarnation. God was manifest in the flesh. θεος εφανερωθη εν σαρκι. So Chrysostom, and Theophylact read; also Erasmus, and Heinsius: ed. Cantab. 1640, p. 488. But the word, God, is wanting in the Greek of Syrus, and in the Latin. Of course, Griesbach omits it in his unitarian Greek testament. Erasmus complains of the Latin, Quod manifestum est in carne, because what follows refers to God; therefore this reading appears to him dry or insipid, and is equivalent to, What was manifested, what was justified, &c. The authority of Chrysostom for this reading far surpasses that of Syrus, in whose copy the divinity is understood as manifest in the flesh. This reading agrees with all the promises of the manifestation of Christ, or that the glory of the Lord should be revealed. Isaiah 40:4-5; Isaiah 45:8; Isaiah 52:6. Haggai 2:7. Such are the ideas of the prophets, whose words were never understood in any other sense. But the expression, “manifested in the flesh,” coincides especially with the promise that Christ was to be the woman’s Seed, Abraham’s heir, and of David’s stock, the root of Jesse, all corresponding with the christian scriptures. The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law. Galatians 4:6. The Son of God was manifested. 1 John 3:8.

Dr. Doddridge on this text allows that the deity dwelt incarnate in our Lord’s humanity; and then handsomely adds, that he was “the divine person he professed to be.” Harmer, in his translation of the new testament, does the same. John 1:1. “And the Word was a divine person.” Angels also are divine persons, if we know the import of the word. But I would ask whether the apostles anywhere call angels God, and prefix, as in the Greek, an emphatic article before the word? I would ask whether they anywhere wish mercy and peace to them that call on the name of an angel, as they do to them that call on the name of the Lord Christ: and calling on the name of the Lord was the highest act of Hebrew devotion. Compare Joel 2:32. Acts 7:52; Acts 9:14, 1 Corinthians 1:2. 2 Timothy 2:22. Harmer, Peirce, and Priestley were honest men; but while Doddridge affected orthodoxy, he did unspeakable mischief to the truth, which cannot admit of indecision and duplicity of expression. He makes a little amends, or at least a variation by an expression concerning the Holy One of God, in calling him “the illustrious person he professed to be!” Is it any wonder that the doctor’s students should afterwards prove to be nearly all Arians.

He was justified in the Spirit, was declared to be the Holy and the Just One, because he went to the Father. All his miracles, wrought by the power of the Holy Spirit, testified that he was the Christ of God.

Seen of angels. The holy angels attended him through the whole of his ministry, and worshipped him as the only-begotten of the Father, for whom all things were created.

Preached unto the gentiles, and not to the jews only, for he was God’s salvation to the ends of the earth; and in him shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory.

Believed on in the world. The conversion of multitudes in all nations attested the efficacy of his sacrifice, and the power of his resurrection. This also is a part of the mystery of godliness, that the doctrine of the incarnation and sacrifice of Christ should be attended with such wide and powerful success.

Received up into glory, where the heavens were waiting to receive him, with the everlasting doors wide open, that the King of glory might enter in. There sits the Conqueror, at the right hand of the Majesty on high; there the Advocate with the Father, the Priest upon his throne, making intercession for all that come unto God by him, and offering up the prayers of the saints. Such is the consummation of the great mystery of godliness, filling heaven and earth with endless wonder and delight.

REFLECTIONS.
Ministers are the glory of Christ, the joy and boast of the church. But they are required to be holy, as their profession fully implies. No minister of state can act for his sovereign unless he be authorized, and unless he has intercourse with him, and know the royal pleasure. He must be clothed with the costume of state, and support the dignity of the high office he sustains. It is the same with the christian pastor, the father of the church. If he be given to wine, to violence of passion, or sordidly attached to filthy lucre, the King of kings will hide his face, and refuse a disclosure of his will. The gospel in that case, as Ostervald says, will freeze upon his lips.

Though Timothy had long been trained under a great master, and was in himself another Paul, yet even Timothy needed paternal counsel and advice in the high and important station he was called to fill. Let all men therefore, when entering on a pastoral charge, seek wisdom and assistance from the Lord, and let them read and study the impressive language of this epistle.

The idea which St. Paul here gives us of the church, the pillar and ground of the truth, is truly sublime and beautiful. There the great mystery of godliness has erected its monument, and chosen its habitation. There the Word made flesh has manifested his glory, the glory as of the only- begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. Without controversy this mystery of the incarnation is the wonder of heaven, and the joy of earth. The Eternal born in time. The Son, enjoying from eternity glory with the Father, is cradled in a manger, with all the innocent infirmities of our nature. All the concomitant events justify the words of the prophets; the glory of the Lord is revealed, that all flesh may behold it together. Angels view the scene with admiration, joyfully attend his advent, and accompany their Lord to glory. Nay more: the world believe on the crucified Redeemer, and multitudes are ready to die for his name. Sing, oh heavens, and be glad, oh earth. But let the church, built on the rock, hold fast the faith once delivered to the saints. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-16
1 Timothy 4:1. Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, “learnedly, openly, perspicuously, and not in shadows, as was the manner of the ancient prophets.” — THEOPHYLACT. See the note on 2 Thessalonians 2:1. By the Spirit we understand the same Spirit which inspired the ancient seers.

That in the latter times some shall depart from the faith. By apostasies near at hand, Timothy was apprized of more general defections in the later ages. In Paul’s time some departed from the faith to judaism, and others to the splendid dreams of gentile philosophy.

Giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of demons. Satan’s attempt was upon the Godhead of Christ. If thou be that Son of God, which the voice has declared, command that these stones may be made bread. Satan knew that the Messiah, or Word of the Lord, created the heavens and the earth, according to Psalms 33:6. And ministers being the pastors whom the sheep obey, he allures them to be the first corrupters of the faith, and the great agents of all the turbulent controversies that have rent the church.

1 Timothy 4:2. Speaking lies in hypocrisy. They not only spake falsely of the apparitions of saints, of miracles wrought at the tombs of martyrs, but they knew that they spake falsely; and thus their conscience, burning at first with guilt, gradually became seared by the habit of lying and seduction.

1 Timothy 4:3. Forbidding to marry. Antichrist thus exalts himself above all that is called God, even the great Creator, who had blessed the happy pair, and said, be fruitful and multiply, and replenish the earth. The christians favoured the exiles who had returned home after the storms of pagan persecution had subsided, by allowing them to live as solitaries, having acquired that habit in exile. Thus the monastic habits obtained, and spread at first through the east. In later ages monasticism was encouraged in all parts of the west, the nations then having but little foreign trade to demand their attention.

In England, during the wars of the bloody Saxons and Danes, the monks were almost the only men that cultivated letters, and caused Roman and Saxon literature to flourish. The venerable Bede, born on the banks of the Tyne in the year 701, and who died, according to Baronius, at the age of a hundred and five, was the common father of the monastic orders in this Durham, York, Fountains Abbey, Sherborne, Glastonbury, and numerous Kirkstal Abbey, three miles West of Leeds, I can speak with some degree of certainty, Mr. Bramley having lent me a Latin manuscript, written by one of the monks immediately after its sequestration.

Lacey being sick, about the year 1100, made a vow on his recovery to build a monastery, and obtained a grant of land from the king in the lovely Kirkstal. It was a daughter of Fountains Abbey, two miles from Rippon, the residence of monks of the sequestration, those fathers possessed four thousand sheep, two hundred and fifty head of horned cattle, and an equal number of yearlings and encreased, for every man of landed interest was in a manner obliged to leave them an ox-gang, or two hides of land, to enfeebled the state, and were altogether unsuited to a commercial nation. And in St. Paul’s ideas, it would seem, that to deny existence to the human Paul’s advice was that the young women should marry, and guide the house: 1 Timothy 5:14.

Commanding to abstain from meats. particularly the langtein, and support of the nation, and is contrary to the law of nature, every creature of the Lord being good, and sanctified by prayer.

Bodily exercise profiteth little, To persons of voluptuous habits, bodily exercise may be profitable, and so may depletion, but not the superstitious observances here referred to.

Among people, however, where temperance is a daily habit, fasting is needful, except it be on special occasions to seek the Lord by earnest prayer. 

But godliness, ευσεβεια, “piety” as described Ephesians 3:14; Colossians 1:28; 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24; is profitable to all things, God, and makes us partakers of the divine felicity. Piety exalts our privileges which the church enjoys. Piety produces domestic happiness, and places our children in the way of enjoying all the good promised to them, as well as to their fathers. Yea, it leads to riches and honour. Psalms 112:3. Piety is the grand support of the mind in the time of sickness and manifold afflictions; it stays with us, and brightens when earthly comforts are withdrawn. In the hour of death especially, it swells the soul with divine ardours, to inherit the promises of immortality and eternal life. Religion is the heritage which the poor may enjoy in all its plenitude of hope and consolation.

1 Timothy 4:9-10. This is a faithful saying, an assured truth, as illustrated in 1 Timothy 1:15. Therefore, for the hope of obtaining the promise of the present life, and also of that which is to come, we both labour and suffer reproach. We likewise continue in those labours, and support those conflicts, because we trust in the living God, who is, σωτηρ, the Saviour of all men, especially of those that believe. The term Conserver of all men, does not fully express the apostle’s meaning; “for unless a man believe that God willeth all men to be saved,” says Theophylact, “how should he sustain all those conflicts for their salvation? Timothy is excited here to endure sufferings, and not relax in duty, nor seek help in afflictions from any other source, but hope in him who ever lives, and who is the only Saviour.”

1 Timothy 4:12. Let no man despise thy youth. The people do not expect in young ministers the wisdom of grey hairs; they are pleased when they see a promise of it. But there are some extraordinary young men, as Fenelon remarks, whose wisdom equals that of the aged, consummate in virtue. La sagess extraordinaire de quelques jeune hommes, qui egalent les vieillards, consommés en virtu. — Telem. livre 8.

Timothy was now little turned of thirty years, and the more aged presbyters might have their feelings on seeing so young a bishop placed over them. But his word in the sanctuary, his conversation in private, his charity in all her divine forms; his spirit, full of ardour and zeal; his faith and courage, like Paul’s, who had seen the Lord, superior in conflicts; his purity irreproachable, — would cause the church to see that he filled the place which heaven had designed.

1 Timothy 4:13. Give attendance, be attentive to reading. The jews deeply lament the loss of their books. Augustine also laments, that though the writings of the first ages were innumerable, yet few had come down to them. All however are not lost; we have invaluable remains of antiquity, and of the moderns we have more than we can read. A minister must spend his mornings with his books, especially the works of the fathers. “To be ignorant,” says Cicero, “of what was done before we were born, is always to live children.” An aged minister, the Rev. Robert Hopkins, once advised me, in reading my morning chapter, to expound it as though a congregation were before me: this, he said, would make me “apt to teach.”

1 Timothy 4:14. Neglect not the gift that is in thee. All natural, all divine, and all acquired endowments require cultivation. The expanse of thought can find no limits. Heaven feeds the flocks in fresh and green pastures.

By the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. Erasmus’s note here is, “so some copies have it; but the more ancient coincide with the Greek, which hath πρεσβυτεριου, that is, presbyters, and not presbytery.” Ambrose also reads, sic quidam habent codices. According to these fathers, unction and benedictions attend those offices. Acts 13:3.

1 Timothy 4:15-16. Meditate upon these things. Dwell upon every thing which belongs to the ministry. Give thyself wholly to them, with the enthusiasm of painters, poets, and of all who study the fine arts. If they do it for an earthly crown, how much more shall ministers do it for the heavenly crown? Take heed then to thyself in all moral, and all mental qualifications, because thy own salvation, and that of thy hearers, is connected with these improvements.

REFLECTIONS.
The apostle having stated the pillar and ground of the truth to consist in the Godhead of Christ, justified in his claims by miracles wrought by the Holy Spirit, and discovered incarnate to angels, here adds, that from this faith many should apostatize, and dishonour and rob him of his glory by the worship of dead men, here called angels or demons. The apostle called the gods of the gentiles demons, when addressing the Athenians, Acts 17:18, which was also a common name in their poets. But ah, how was this strange calamity brought upon the church? Why did her watch-men slumber? It was occasioned much in the same way as idolatry was brought upon the sons of Noah at Babel. They deified Belus after his death, the Baal of Israel, the Bel of Babylon, and the successor of Nimrod. They paid divine honours to ancient princes and patriarchs, and supposed them to be their guardians and protectors. In the primitive church, when the heathens accused the christians of impiety in not honouring departed merit, Eusebius replies, that they did worship or hold their assemblies at the sepulchres of the martyrs. Præp. Euang. lib. 13. So far all was harmless, though on the verge of danger. But gradually, as offerings came from a half pagan church, especially utter the time of Constantine, and as the clergy lost the spirit and power of religion, being corrupted with the times, they first winked at divine honours being paid to the statue of the martyr in each church, and then, as gain and corruption encreased, they began to enjoin the worship of saints. They accounted the souls of martyrs as the Mahuzzims, or towers of their city and church. Daniel 11:38. Now the pope and his cardinals, with all canons, councils, and clergy, really accounted by protestants the apostate church, are guilty of systematically framing and enforcing this idolatry in the grossest sense. The chaste bride of Christ is become the whore of Babylon, a mystical name for Rome, which tyrannized in the west, as Babylon once did in the east.

It was foretold that the apostate church should be distinguished by hypocrisy and lies, by signs and lying wonders; and whoever reads Daillè on the right use of the fathers, will see that to support the supremacy of Rome and image worship, they corrupted the early writings of the church, forged new ones, feigned myriads of miracles to be wrought at the tombs of the martyrs, and wrote legendary lives of the martyrs, uniting facts to fiction, to make their plea complete, and to draw simple souls to idolatry. All christians are therefore bound to shun their worship, in which they cannot unite without giving countenance to idolatry. Like Paul at Lystra, we should be ready to rend our garments at a deed which gives the glory of God’s omnipresence to a creature, by supposing the blessed Virgin, or the martyr, to be present in all christian assemblies, and in heaven also at the same time. What is this but ascribing divine attributes to mere creatures, though the Lord himself has said, my glory will I not give to another. Protestant martyrs refused to bend the knee at the shrines of idolatry, and preferred rather to suffer at the burning stake.

The forbidding to marry and to eat various kinds of meats, is a farther mark of antichrist. No priest, no monk, no friar, no nun, can marry, under the penalty of excommunication. God has said, be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth; but this armillum improbum, this armed wicked one, this man of sin, this antichrist, has exalted himself above all that is called God, by forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats. Decrees of this kind are made efficient to supersede the canon of scripture. Thus error and interest combined in the mystery of iniquity to form the antichristian hierarchy, which God has sentenced, as the punishment of apostasy, to afflict and oppress the church for twelve hundred and sixty years. Revelation 12:6.

It is of great consequence also to note, that the apostle delivered this luminous comment on the prophecy of Daniel 11:36-39, for the good of Timothy, and of all the ministers under his care, that being warned, they might be nourished up in the words of faith and of sound doctrine. Woe then to those watchmen who first suffered the pure and apostolic faith to be corrupted. Their base supineness produced the long and grievous mischiefs which have since afflicted the church. Let us abide by the scriptures, the sweet fountains of life: the bible and the bible only contains the religion or faith of the protestant world. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-25
1 Timothy 5:1. Rebuke not an elder, but entreat him as a father. Job’s three princely friends not only mistook his case, but were severe in their reprehensions; and were themselves reprehended of the Lord. Shem and Japhet, on the contrary, covered the error of their father, and obtained a blessing. Noah’s error was solitary, and for the moment, probably ignorant of the power of new wine. It was a spot, but it superseded not his honour as a patriarch, and was only a momentary eclipse of his glory as a prophet. — The word “elder” denotes aged members in the church, as well as presbyters in office, who are entitled first of all to private entreaties. Their public character is sacred, and intimately connected with the prosperity of the church.

1 Timothy 5:3-10. Honour widows who are widows indeed. Some of these were deaconesses, like Phoebe, in the church, whose office corresponded with the matrons of the synagogue. The widow indeed, however poor, trusts in God, and spends her leisure in prayer, and in worship with the church. God has promised bread to such widows. Let her relatives take her home; but if they fail, let the church, after the manner of the synagogue, supply the lack. This favour is conferred on widows who are past the years of labour, which Paul, as a maximum, fixes at sixty. Neither would he admit the widows who had married husband after husband.

1 Timothy 5:17. Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour. That is, the presbyters; some of whom were in the simple ages employed at their labour, and edified the flock on the sabbath, and at other times. Those who laboured in the word and doctrine, were, it would seem, men wholly devoted to the ministry; but the most aged and holy, and best qualified of these were called bishops. Hence the distinction gradually took place between bishop, presbyter or priest, as the sexton and deacon. The “double honour” is thought to refer to the firstborn who had a double portion assigned them by the law: and the elders of Israel or magistrates are called presbyters in the Septuagint. Double honour may therefore imply reverence and maintenance. As they give their whole labour to the church, the church should give them bread in return.

1 Timothy 5:19. Against an elder receive not an accusation, but before two or three witnesses. Because an elder is a character known for probity, and because the world aim their darts at the leaders of the flock. An elder also, in the exercise of discipline, has faults to reprehend; and those under censure will put the fairest show on their baser conduct.

1 Timothy 5:21. I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the elect or holy angels, that thou observe these things. What charge can be more solemn? Men must be sworn, and in the full and open court of heaven, to do the work of the Lord faithfully, and without partiality. They must be like Levi, who knew not his father or his mother, when the rebels came not to worship at the sound of the trumpet. Ministers are sworn and charged before Jehovah’s presence, for in his presence they must finally be judged.

1 Timothy 5:22. Lay hands suddenly on no man. Time must be allowed to give proof that candidates for the ministry possess the proper spirit and qualifications for their work.

Neither be partaker of other men’s sins, by ordaining novices, or incompetent persons, for the work of the Lord. A young man once came to bishop Horsley for orders, dressed as a gentleman for the chase. What news, young man, said the bishop, from Newmarket? My lord, said he, I have not been at Newmarket. I came to be ordained. Do you think, said the bishop, that I would ordain a horse-jockey? His ordination was of course postponed.

The ministerial charge is a very serious one; the aged Eli lost his life by being partaker of the sins of his sons. All sinners must, after milder means have failed, be put back from the holy communion, lest we should have no real christian church. In the letters addressed to the seven churches in the province of Asia, all the sins of the flock are laid on the pastors’ shoulders, and nearly the whole tribe of Benjamin was cut off for covering the sins of the sons of Belial. Surely our own sins are enow to make us tremble before the great and awful tribunal. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-21
1 Timothy 6:1-2. Let as many servants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all honour, by obeying their commands, for in civil society we are all servants, and have duties which must be discharged. If reverence be not paid to the orders of the master, christianity will be blasphemed. If a servant have a believing master, he is still a servant; and it will be a double shame for him to be punished for idleness or disobedience, or in anywise not doing his best for his master, as though he was working for himself. See on Ephesians 6:5-7.

1 Timothy 6:3-5. If any man teach otherwise, he will excite insurrections among the slaves, who frequently revolt against their masters. God is a God of order: proud and perverse teachers disturb that order; and while losing themselves in violent disputations, they forget that the true spirit of religion is meekness and forbearance.

1 Timothy 6:6-8. Godliness with contentment is great gain. True godliness consists in our being like God, bearing his image, having the same mind that was in Christ Jesus, and seeking in all things to do his will. This, combined with contentment, its natural attendant, will not only relieve the mind of all worldly ambition and inordinate anxieties, but produce a serenity, a peace that passeth all understanding, a gain far exceeding that of earthly riches. I lead in the way of righteousness, says heavenly wisdom, and in the midst of the paths of judgment, that I may cause those that love me to inherit substance, and I will fill their treasures. Proverbs 8:20-21. Why then encourage the love of money? What can riches do for us? Man wants but little, and short are the days of his pilgrimage. A contented mind with our providential lot is the greatest portion we can enjoy on earth.

1 Timothy 6:9. They that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare. Such were St. Paul’s ideas of the Grecian speculators, with their limited means of trade and commerce. What would he now think of British speculators, who have the world at their command? It may be said that they employ the poor, acquire wealth, and enrich the country. But after the villa, the carriage, and footmen are acquired, what becomes of faith, of conscience, of religion? These are in great danger. On the other hand, what becomes of thousands who by blind speculations ruin themselves and their friends? Then after defrauding the public by a bad failure, their countenance is depressed, their mansion enjoyed by another, and a moral anguish preys upon their vitals. So circumstanced, they often seek relief by a voluntary exile, and leave their character and their debts behind. — How preferable to rise gradually, like a tree, to riches and honour, with an honest and contented mind.

The admonition however is not directed against riches, nor against the acquisition of wealth, but against such as will be rich at all events, regardless of the means, or not over scrupulous in what way they gain their wealth; men who can sacrifice every moral and honourable principle, be guilty of deceit, and overreaching their neighbour, for the sake of filthy lucre. Many such there are, who in their reckless pursuit of worldly gain, are content to barter away their own souls, and sink themselves into endless perdition and despair.

1 Timothy 6:10. The love of money is the root of all evil. Not the possession, but the love of money, is the sin here denounced. Persons may enjoy much of this world, and yet not set their hearts upon it, as was the case with Abraham, David, and many others. Those who possess no property may nevertheless covet it, and make it the chief object of pursuit. All temporal blessings have their use, and become sinful only when over-valued or misapplied. The fault lies in making them an end, or a leading object, rather than the means of good. If worldly riches be appropriated merely to our own benefit, to multiply our enjoyments, or to gratify the pride of life, rather than serving the Lord and promoting the interests of piety and benevolence, they become a great evil, and fearfully encrease the condemnation of the possessor.

So common, so prevalent is the love of money among all classes, and even among the professors of religion, that our Lord found occasion to admonish his followers to take heed and beware of covetousness; and the apostle, considering the extensive influence of this baneful principle, denounces it as the root of all evil, there being scarcely any sin to which men have not been prompted by the love of money. It has extinguished every principle of common honesty, and created the necessity for penal laws for the protection of person and property. Whence come wars and fightings, and the tragic history of ages and generations, but from the love of conquest and the possession of gain. What has extinguished the principles of humanity, of natural affection, and produced division in families, and separated chief friends? What has given rise to the horrid Slave trade, dealing in the persons and the souls of men? What has corrupted religion, to render it subservient to worldly policy, and transformed the primitive church into a scarlet-coloured beast with seven heads and ten horns? Did not Judas sell his Master for the love of money? Did not Demas forsake the truth, because he loved the present world? Shall not this root of all evil be cut down and utterly exterminated from the christian church, where it has too long flourished, too long been connived at, or passed over without censure, and without remorse, while far inferior evils, mere venal offences, have been excinded by the axe, and by the arm of ecclesiastical authority.

1 Timothy 6:11. But thou, oh man of God, servant of Jehovah Elohim, flee these things. Entangle not thyself with worldly acquisitions and pursuits, but learn of speculators, who follow mammon, to follow after righteousness, the true riches which the Lord rains down upon his people. Follow after godliness, which will ennoble the mind, and hallow it in all the work of the ministry. Follow after faith, a confidence in God thy Saviour, that he will be with thee, and prosper thy work. Follow after love, earnestly desiring the salvation of all men, and rejoicing in their prosperity. Follow after patience, for provocations will arise daily, and these must not divert thee from thy work. Follow after meekness; be not rash in censuring others, but labour to keep and guard the christian temper.

1 Timothy 6:13-14. I give thee charge in the sight of God. The high trust of the gospel is connected with a dread responsibility. Paul speaks in earnest about the gospel which he had preached at the risk of life, and for which the Saviour had died. Such also was the Lord’s charge to Ezekiel, that he should be a faithful watchman: chap. 3. Timothy must preserve the truth committed to him without spot of sin, or heresy in doctrine, or relaxation in discipline; the commandment left by the Saviour on his ascension, the commandment which no man can change till the Lord shall come in the clouds of heaven. This is the sacrament sealed with his blood, the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus.

1 Timothy 6:15. The blessed and only Potentate. The doctrine of a supreme divinity was generally taught in the heathen mythology, though mixed up with the fable of inferior gods.

Jupiter omnipotens, Regum rex ipse Deûmque, Progenitor, genetrixque Deûm, Deus unus et omnes. Valerius Solanus apud Varro. Almighty Jupiter, the king of kings, And gods, progenitor and genitrix, Father and mother of the other gods, One God, and all that is.
1 Timothy 6:16. Who only hath immortality, originally and essentially. Hence he is exclusively and with infinite propriety stiled “the true and living God.” The Father hath “life in himself,” said our Lord to the jews, and hath given to the Son to have life in himself, by an ineffable generation. John 5:26. Of the Son it is also said, “in him was life,” and the life was the light of men. John 1:4. He is “that eternal Word of Life” which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us. 1 John 1:1-2. Eternal life dwells essentially in Christ, in virtue of the hypostatic union of the divine and human nature. He is the Lord, the Prince of life, the fountain of all existence, and the giver of eternal life to all that believe in him. No creature is ever said to have life in himself, though life and immortality may be conferred as a free gift.

Dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto. The Gnostics believed that God was a darkness which beclouded all conception, an eternal darkness. In opposition to this, the apostle more joyously represents him as dwelling in light, beyond all conception and approach. He is not inaccessible, as were the kings of Assyria, but is openly revealed in his holy word, and may now be approached by the Mediator, though his essence is unsearchable, and cannot be approached.

1 Timothy 6:17. Charge them that are rich, that they be not high-minded. Many of the Greeks had been ennobled by the Macedonian kings, and some of them had embraced the gospel. Other christians in those cities of Asia were also rich and encreased with merchandize. The human heart had need to be prompted to humility and charity, by the example of Christ, and all the rewards of the world to come.

REFLECTIONS.
The charge of St. Paul to Timothy his son is sublime, impressive, and striking beyond any example in profane writings. The subject is of everlasting moment, embracing the salvation of Timothy, and of those that heard him. It is to observe the whole gospel commandment, comprising every doctrine, precept, and charge of Christ and his apostles. — He charged him to keep it in this day of conflict, in which he was called to fight the good fight of faith, to keep this commandment and code of truth, as many would ultimately depart from the faith. — He charged him before God, who quickeneth all things, and from whom alone Timothy must expect life and salvation. — He charged him before Jesus Christ, who kept his Father’s commandments, and who witnessed a good confession of his regal sovereignty before Pontius Pilate, the grand point which would touch his life. — In a word, he charged him to keep his commandment until the appearing of Christ. And all this was done in reference to Timothy’s sufferings from pagan princes or magistrates, as appears from Christ’s making manifest himself as the only Potentate, the King of kings, and the Lord of lords. Revelation 19:16.

Here the Lord Christ differs essentially from all other kings. They reign but a short time; but immortality, eternal power and godhead, are his prerogatives. They may be approached by their subjects seated on the throne of state; but the Lord is surrounded with glory to which no man can or ever did approach. Yea, Moses and Isaiah saw him but in the visions of his incarnate nature. Let us therefore keep his charge immaculate, that we may one day see him as he is. 

